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JAPANESE KNOTWEED REMOVAL 
 

Here at Wreford we have had a successful 2009, being involved in a number of large construction projects, as 

well as herbicide programmes both large and small.  As we enter the new decade we can reflect on the 

changes seen and the challenges we face, not least the economy. 

For the Japanese knotweed control business the big story of 2010 could be the release of a sap sucking Psyllid.  

A biological control that will not eradicate Japanese knotweed but never the less change the business we 

operate in.  If successful it may (perhaps by 2020) reduce the knotweed vigour and spread, making it a far less 

invasive plant, and less harmful to our ecosystem. However it will not eradicate knotweed and knotweed will 

still need to be identified and professionally managed on development sites as early as possible. (Read more 

on the Psyllid on page 3). 

Landfill tax continues its relentless rise, with standard rate tax rising from its current £40/tonne to £48/tonne 

from 1st April 2010.  Wreford though are positioned to advise landfill operators when knotweed 

contamination in waste is of an incidental level, which currently incurs only £2.50/tonne Landfill tax.  This 

increase in landfill tax, is making on site solutions much more cost effective, however it is not always practical 

to do this, within the constraints of the building programme.  

Welcome to our External Works newsletter, this newsletter will be a 
regular (twice yearly) publication, available electronically either by 
email or as a downloadable file from our website www.Wreford.co.uk 

We were asked to carry out a survey for the 

potential buyer of this house.  Empty for over 10 

years, totally surrounded by dense knotweed.  

One huge stand covering hundreds of square 

metres, it took us a while to find the property, as 

from the road it was completely lost in the 

knotweed!   

As access to site was extremely limited, we 

suggested a long-term herbicide programme.  It 

would be the most cost effective solution.  

Wreford pride ourselves on continuing to be able to offer our clients efficient cost effective solutions. 

²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

http://www.wreford.co.uk/
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Burial of Japanese knotweed and rhizome-ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǎƻƛƭ άƻƴ-ǎƛǘŜέ ς by Andy Hillier 

Once it has been decided to excavate Japanese knotweed, an option to deal with the arisings is on-site, encapsulated 

in a cell-burial.  This is a common and successful solution on new building development sites. 

Why bury knotweed on site? 

1. LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ cost of transport, landfill fees and landfill tax.  
2. Is less disruptive to local traffic where sites are in built up areas. 
3. Allows site construction to go ahead without risk of further spreading knotweed on and off site. 
4. Negates the need for any follow-up Herbicide Programs on the site during and post build. 
5. Reduces imported fill material cost, as clean excavated material from cell construction is reused on-site.  

Certain legal criteria have to be conformed with to allow an on-site burial, this includes; ensuring that the soil is not 

classed as hazardous (soil testing), obtaining permission from the Environment Agency, checking planning conditions. 

A suitable location of the site is chosen for the burial cell: 

a) On housing developments it may be more appropriate to locate the cell in a communal area such as Public 
Open Space or a car park. 

b) Due to the depth of the cell below finished ground levels some settlement may occur. In situations where 
cells are to be placed under car parks or buildings soil engineers are consulted to prevent settlement risk. 

Geographical and geological location will need to be considered. The depth of excavation required for the cell is likely 

to be between 3m and 5m below final ground levels.  Therefore a high water table or shallow bedrock may make on-

site burial less cost effective as opposed to removal off site. 

It is best practice, and a requirement under building regulations, to mark the location of the buried cell on a site plan.  

When a site cannot accommodate a cell large enough to bury all knotweed arisings, a cell-burial should be utilised to 

bury high knotweed content arisings.  Any remaining arisings can then be removed cost effectively to landfill as 

waste with incidental contamination.  

This image shows the top of a cell at 2m 

depth below a proposed play area within a 

housing development site. This cell covers 

an area of approximately 15m x 30m. 
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Proposed Psyllid Release - Environmental issues 

The proposed release of the sap sucking Psyllid in 2010, will (if the release succeeds) impact upon our native 

ecology; whether this impact is positive or negative remains to be seen.  Wreford are generally supportive of 

this proposed release, as we have examined the science behind the project and can see that generally the 

risks are low within the British Isles and the benefits high.  However the Psyllids will inevitably spread into 

other parts of Europe (either by wind currents or by well intentioned human activity), and this larger 

ecosystem has not been specifically included within the ecological study for the proposed release.  

As the spread of the Psyllid (if introduced) would be inevitable into mainland Europe, it would seem obvious 

that an ecological study assessing the impact of the release is needed and should be carried out. Once 

released, it is very unlikely that we would be able to eradicate the Psyllid if it proves to be harmful, so this 

research should be carried out before any release takes place.   

  

One photograph equals a 

ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎΧ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀƭƭ ƛǎ 

being destroyed by knotweed ς 

The power of knotweed!  

Knotweed Management Plans. 

Wreford Ltd, offer the service of preparing and writing 

Knotweed Management Plans for development sites. This 

service may include site surveys, site induction briefings, 

regular updates on the management plan and recording of 

all works carried out to the knotweed areas.  

This service is offered in compliance with the Environment 

!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ нллсΣ ŦƻǊ working with knotweed 

on site. 

Japanese knotweed enquiry, info, quote request? 

email: enquiries@knotweed.co.uk 
 
 

mailto:enquiries@knotweed.co.uk
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We ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇΗ     

 

²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǊŜŀǘ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ƪƴƻǘǿŜŜŘΗ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ 

other invasive weeds. Giant Hogweed is another important 

invasive weed, which is a known hazard to human health.  

Amazingly land owners are frequently unaware of its 

hazardous nature and allow it to spread and seed 

unchecked. Each plant will normally flower in their 3rd to 5th 

years, producing between 20-80,000 seeds, before dying. 

The seeds can survive in the soil for up to 12 years, so 

making eradication a long term issue.  

Herbicidal control is a relatively simple affair in April-May, 

after this the sheer height of the plant can make treatment 

harder and more costly. In this photograph just gaining 

access to treat the plants was not a simple matter; the door 

was literally blocked by the Giant Hogweed plants.  

This plant is widespread across the whole country and can 

cause permanent scarring and even permanent disabilities.  

Giant Hogweed enquiry, info, quote request? 

 

email: enquiries@knotweed.co.uk 
 
 

If you have any Giant Hogweed in your area, spare a thought for those people who may come into 

contact with it and get it treated!  

 

SPARE A THOUGHT FOR 

GIANT HOGWEED 

mailto:enquiries@knotweed.co.uk
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Soft banks and slopes formed by earthworks will be at risk of erosion from water and wind unless preventative 

measures are taken.  Where these slopes are intended to support grass or plant growth they must be able to 

hold and maintain a sufficient depth of topsoil. 

Cellular confinement systems can be used to hold specified depths of topsoil on a slope, while allowing 

ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ²ǊŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŀƳǎ 

(a national network established from our successful Japanese knotweed removal services) these systems are 

adaptable to suit nearly all situations. 

Two recent projects completed by Wreford are reviewed below: 

 

Case Study 1: The Oxfordshire Golf Club 
Main Contractor: Feltham Construction (www.felthamconstruction.co.uk) 
 
Construction of a new four star Hotel at The Oxfordshire Golf Club to maintain the 

ŎƭǳōΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΦ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

planning conditions, over 6000 cubic meters of spoil had to be excavated to enable the 

building to nestle into the ground and blend with its surroundings.  

The excavation left an escarpment of over 1000sqm of sheer blue Oxfordshire clay.  

Reaching heights of 12m the slope required a cellular confinement system capable of 

holding approximately 150 tonnes of topsoil at a depth of 100mm.  This retained 

topsoil would allow for the establishment of seed applied via Hydroseeding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOIL STABILISATION AND EROSION CONTROL via... 

CELLULAR CONFINEMENT SYSTEMS 

Wreford successfully completed a 12 man day operation to install a 

HDPE cellular confinement system called NeoWeb on to bank 

pictured here.   Utilising a stapling, pin driving and clipping method 

of working our team quickly installed the system to this large and 

tricky slope.  Once filled with topsoil we returned to complete an 

application of hydraulic mulch seeding.  The established grass will 

now further strengthen the bank and provide a pleasing green 

backdrop to the new accommodation buildings. 

http://www.felthamconstruction.co.uk/
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Case Study 2: Highwood, Streatley 
Main Contractor: MA Cherrington (www.macherrington.com) 

A newly built substantial county house by MA Cherrington is located on Streatley Hill above the picturesque 

village of Streatley.  At an estimated purchase value of £12m the property is a prestige build with internal floor 

space of 13,164sqft and total grounds of approx 23 acres. 

The new build required MA Cherrington to cut and re-contour the site into the existing hill side.  This has 

created spacious contoured grounds, which Wreford are landscaping to provide beautiful gardens to the house.  

One problem encountered by cutting into the hill side was the creation of a large steep bank above the 

driveway (approx 110m in length and 5-6m in height).  This bank was exposed chalk and sub-soils, which would 

not support establishment of grasses or planting. 

Wreford proposed a cellular confinement system, which when pegged to the bank could hold a 100mm depth 

of topsoil to the face of the slope.  This topsoil would then allow for low maintenance grass to establish.  The 

chosen cellular system was a light weight geo-textile product from Terram (Erocell) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The lightweight product was easy to install using stapling, 

pinning and clipping and provided good rigidity when 

filling with light weight blended topsoil.  The work, 

including the seeding, was successfully completed in 4 

days and will provide a natural continuation of soft 

landscaped ground out from the base of the existing 

woodland down to the drive edge.   

http://www.macherrington.com/

